Attitudes of healthcare workers toward pertussis vaccination.
To evaluate the attitudes of pediatric healthcare workers (HCWs) toward pertussis vaccination. A survey was conducted among pediatric HCWs, using an anonymous questionnaire, at a university children's hospital. Of 298 eligible employees, 121 (40.6%) completed the questionnaire. Lack of information regarding the personal risk of acquiring a pertussis infection and fear of side effects were frequently associated with the refusal of getting immunized. Misconception about pertussis vaccination was prevalent, especially among nursing staff, who are in even closer contact with at-risk children than physicians. Intervention strategies should be designed with focus on nursing staff. Our findings confirm the importance of comprehensive approaches for more education on HCWs to improve acceptance of vaccination.